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many to adhere still more firmly to her standpoint, since
regard must be had to the difficult position of the German
Government in the face of public opinion in its own country*
2. The negotiations with the Berlin Cabinet, which have
now been going on for two months, should be continued
until the Russian Government is convinced that it is im-
possible to attain in this manner the object indicated.
M. Kokovtsev also pointed out that even the measures
of compulsion ought to be taken only "in closest association
with the other Powers of the Triple Entente. Before any
decision is come to, the Russian Government must know to
what extent it will receive the support of France, and
whether active participation by Great Britain in the pres-
sure on the Porte can be relied on."
M. Sazonov replied that he contemplated this, and
added: "It seems still to be uncertain how far Great
Britain would be prepared for energetic action. As regards
France, the Russian Government can count on effectual
support to the uttermost limit. M. Delcasse has assured
the Minister, in the name of the French Foreign Minister,
that France would go as far as Russia may wish."
M. Kokovtsev was of the opinion that any measures of
compulsion such as the occupation of Asia Minor territory
"would inevitably be followed by war with Germany, and
put the question: "Is war with Germany desirable, and
can Russia wage it?" In reply, Sazonov agreed with
Kokovtsev "that in principle a war with Germany would be
undesirable;" as to whether Russia could wage it, Sazonov
"did not consider himself called upon to decide this." But
"the Minister of War and the Chief of Staff declared
categorically the complete readiness of Russia for a duel
with Germany, not to mention one with Austria. Such a
duel is, however, hardly likely; those Powers would be much
• more likely to have to deal with the Triple Entente." This
categorical statement of the Russian militarists disposes of

